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ABORIGINAL NAMES OF THE ANIMALS OF THE 
LYONS RIVER DISTRICT. 


By W. B. Avexanver, M.A., Keeper of Biology, W.A. Museum. 
(Read Dec. 9, 1919.) 


In April, 1918, I had the interesting experience of conducting 
round the W.A. Museum three full-blooded aboriginals from the 
district where the Lyons River flows into the Gascoyne. These 
aboriginals were in the employ of Mr. Rutherford, who has a station 
in that locality, and who had brought them with him to Perth. They 
had never been in the city before, and the oldest could speak very 
little English. One of the younger men appeared to be highly in- 
telliigent and could speak English fairly well. 


They were greatly interested in the animals in the Museum col- 
lection, and readily picked out those found in their own district. 
For some of these the younger men knew no aboriginal name, but 
the oldest man seemed to have a name for everything he recognised 
except the Black-breasted Plover (Zonifer tricolor), which they 
stated had only appeared in the district within the last few years. 
I am satisfied that the names given me are bona-fide, especially as 
a number of those given to birds are the same as those in use near 
the North-West Cape as recorded by Mr. T. Carter, and several of 
those for animals are similar to words from neighbouring localities 
given in Curr’s “Australian Race.” The difficulty of transcribing 
aboriginal names into English is well known. The method I adopted 
was to repeat the word given me until the aboriginals were satisfied 
that I had got it right and then to put it down and repeat it once 
more. In general the consonants should be pronounced as in Eng- 
lish, the vowels more as in French. 


The following is a list of the animals recognised :— 


Mammals— 
Dingo (Canis dingo)—Napara. 
Bats (Chiroptera), all species including Flying-foxes—Koralyajee. 
Kangaroos and Wallabies. Four species occur in the district, viz. :— 
Red Kangaroo (Macropus rufus occidentalis)—Maloo. 
Rock Kangaroo (Macropus robustus cervinus)—Bigoora. 
Hare-Wallaby (Lagorchestes hirsutus)—Warrawya. 
Rock Wallaby (Petrogale lateralis) —Wallangya. i 
Opossums. Only one species found in the district, viz. :— 
Common Opossum (Trichosurus vulpecula)—Wyulda. 
Phascogales, several species—Mandagory. et ; 
Bandicoots. Only one species found in the district, viz. :— 
Rabbit Bandicoot (Peragale lagotis)—Y ilgai. 
Native Cat (Dasyurus geoffroyi)—Teroro. 
Echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus ineptus)—Jirrybarry. 
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Birds— 


Emu (Dromacus novachollandiae)—Y allobiddy. 

Bustard (Choriotis australis)—Parderua, 

Stone Curlew (Ocdicnemus magnirostris)—Weelawodda. : 

Black-breasted Plover (Zonifer tricolor), has no native name. The bird 
has only recently appeared in the district. 

Whitefronted Heron (Notophoyx novachollandiae)—K orlolba. 

Black Duck (Anas swperciliosa)—Wongona. 

Mountain Duck (Casarca tadornoides)—Pedargorra. 

Pelican (Pelecanus conspicillatws)—Bimba. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle (Uroactus audax)—Walada. 

Goshawk (Astur fasciatws)—Charlalya. 

Kestrel (Cerchneis cenchroides)—Meginma. 

White Owls (Tyto alba and J’. novaehollandiae)—Jarli. 

Boobook Owl (Ninox novae secelandiae)—Korlba. 

Red-tailed Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus banksi)—Bildéra. 

Galah (Kakatoe roseicapilla)—Bilyendi. 

Cockatoo-Parrakeet (Leptolophus hollandicus)—Weeroo., 

Twenty-eight Parrot (Barnardius zonarius)—Mabenga. 

Budgerigar (Melopsittacus wndulatus)—Kolyabiddy. 

Blue-winged Jackass (Dacelo leachi)—Jarrooroo. 

Bee-eater (Merops ornatus)—Berulberul. 

Sacred Kingfisher (Halcyon sanctus)—Perina. 

Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides)—Toywee. 

Black-and-White Fantail (Rhipidura tricolor)—Jindy-jindy. 
Mr. Rutherford informed me that the familiar Wagtail or Black-and- 

White Fantail is regarded by the natives with great dislike and is 


killed whenever possible. The aboriginals confirmed this statement 
but gave no reason for their dislike. 


Red-breasted Babbler (Pomatostomus rubeculus)—Doyndoyn. 
Blue Wrens (Malurus, several species)—Yerreeyarro. 
Wood Swallows (Artamus, several species)—Y albonjarry. 
Butcher-bird (Cracticus torquatus)—Wandoa. 

Magpie (Gymnorhina hypolexca)—Kurrbarro. 

Grass-wrens (Diaphorillas)—Nyandi. 

Bellbird (Oreoica cristata)—Bagobago. 

Magpielark (Grallina cyanoleuca)—Jillinberri. 

Pardalotes (Pardalotus)—Bawalilly. 

Minah (Myzantha flavigula)—Beingy. 

Crow (Corows coronoides)—W oggora. 


Reptiles— 


Giant Goanna (Varanus giganteus)—Wero, 

Gould’s Goanna (Varanus gouldi)—Y ungolyi. 
Blue-tongued Lizard (Tiliqua occ pitalis)—Y arulla. 
Stump-tailed Lizard (Lrachysawrus rugosus)—Palarra. 
Mountain-devil (Moloch horridus)—N anarrai. 
Spine-tailed Lizard (Egernia depressa)—Melyu, 
Reticulated Lizard (Amphibolurus reticulatus)—Barollo. 
Jew Lizard (Amphibolurus barbatus)—Belya, 

Geckos (Geckonide, all species)—Tarra, 


Reptiles (continued) — 


Large snake with black head, probably the Black-headed Python 
(Aspidites melanocephalus)—M olyarro. i 


Children’s Python (Liasis childreni)—Waigur. 
Snake like a Death-adder (Acanthophis)—Belbo. 
Fresh-water Turtle—Canderra. 


The only turtle in the district is quite different from the Long- 
necked Turtle (Chelodina oblonga) from the South-West. Its neck is 
short. It is probably either Emydura macquarii or E, australis, but 
these species are not represented in the Museum collection so could 
not be shown them. 


Crocodiles are unknown in the district. 


Amphibia— 
Frogs (Hylide and Cystignathide, all species)—Malgoora. 


Fish— 
Only two kinds of fish are found in the district :— 
Silver Perch (Lherapon bidyana)—Kanma. 
This speeies is found in all the waterholes. 
Mullet (Mugil dobula)—Wiloworran. 
This fish is found in the Gascoyne River as far up as the mouth of 
the Lyons. 


CONCLUSION. 

The foregoing vocabulary of animal names seemed to me worth 
placing on record, as it is probable that even those who are in con- 
stant touch with the natives in the district in question are unac- 
quainted with the native names of many of the rarer animals. 

I had thought of attempting a comparison of the Lyons Dis- 
trict names with the native names of animals which have been re- 
corded for other districts, but have not at present the necessary 
time for such a work. A large number of animal names are given 
in Moore’s Vocabulary, which deals specially with the aboriginal 
dialects of the Swan, Avon, Moore, Murray, Vasse, and King George 
Sound tribes. In Gould’s great works on the Mammals and Birds 
of Australia the aboriginal names of the various species in the same 
region are given, having evidently been collected by John Gilbert. 
In Curr’s “Australian Race,” Vol. 1, the aboriginal words for cer- 
tain selected objects are given for a great many West Australian 
localities. The animals selected by Curr are: Kangaroo, Opossum, 
Tame dog, Wild dog, Emu, Black duck, Wood duek, Pelican, 
Laughing Jackass, Native Companion, White cockatoo, Crow, Swan, 
Fish, Lobster, Crayfish, Mosquito, Fly and Snake. Mr. T. Carter, 
in his account of the birds occurring in the region of the North-West 
Cape, Emu, Vol. TII., gives the aboriginal names of a large number 
of the birds, whilst Mr. G. C. Shortridge, in his paper on the geo- 
graphical distribution of the Marsupials and Monotremes of South- 


west Australia also gives aboriginal names. 
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The following table shows native names for a few animals, 
taken from these sources :— 


—— Kangaroo. | Opossum. Emu. Pelican. 
DeGrey R. (Curr) ... | Mungaroo Wallambine | Kullya | Ngurlawanda 
Wirmalo 
Shaw R. (Curr) Badjeerie... | Koobalyie | Yalliberry Thudaarra 
Nichol Bay (Curr) ... ; Mungaroo | Wolumberree Yallyberree 
N.W. Cape (Curr) ... | Marajaak... | Yallooberry | Kandannara 
Yallabiddee 
(Carter) | 
Lyons R. (Alexander) | Maloo Wyulda ... | Yallobiddy | Bimba 
Bigoora 
Upper Sandford R. | Marloo Wyadoo ... | Yalabiddy | Jilakarby 
Curr 
Stee bay (Curr) ... | Yowerda Yoorda ... | Kaliat ... | Churuna 
Mouth of Murchison | Yowada ... | Weurda ... | Cullya . | Marnbu 
(Curr) | 
Northampton (Curr) | Yoorda ... | Kommale Kallilia | Arranger 
Geraldton (Curr) ... | Yooada ... | Waiada ... | Kulire Knulum- 
| berry 
New Norcia (Curr)... | Yongar (m.)| Cumal (m.)| Wegie . | Nirimba 
Wora (f.) | Cular (£) | 
South-West (various | Yungar (m.)| Koomul or | Widjee or | Nerimba, 
authors) Worre (f.) Goomal Watcha or Boodalan 
Waitch | or Bootlung 


This seems to indicate that the Lyons River natives use for the 


Opossum a name similar to that in use southwards to Geraldton. 
For the Emu they use a name which is found northwards, with slight 
modifications, to the DeGrey River. Their name for the Pelican 
seems to be peculiar to themselves. The two species of Kangaroo 
found in the district have special names, and this makes comparison 
with vocabularies in which a single name is given for Kangaroo 
decidedly dubious. It appears, however, that on the Sandford River 
the Red ‘Kangaroo is known by the same name, whilst on the Shaw 
River the name for the Rock Kangaroo occurs slightly modified. 


